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Youth in Action

Grant Request Proposals
Please consider submitting a Youth in Action grant request of up to $7,500 in funding for one of your organization’s projects which addresses the wellbeing of young people.  
Youth in Action is a program of the Youth Leadership Exchange (which is a program of Leadership Oklahoma City) in which local high school students 

· identify community needs, 

· solicit funding requests from organizations working in the identified need area, 

· select the proposal to fund, 

· raise funds for the projects, and 

· make the grants to the selected agency.
The purpose of Youth in Action is to teach the participants about community service by having them act as a mini-foundation to fund community improvement. The students learn meeting management and fund-raising skills, among others, and are better prepared to volunteer in their communities in substantive way.

In order to make the processes the class uses and decisions they reach “real,” actual grants are given by the class to local organizations. Up to $7500 is donated by the Youth in Action class.  Leadership Oklahoma City seeds the program with $2500 towards the funding, and the youth raise about another $5000 from the business community, allowing them to fund a total of $7500 in community efforts.

The 2011-2012 Mission
We, the class members of Youth in Action Class XII seek to give hope to abused children by helping them obtain counseling, mentoring, and education.  Our goal is to help the ones who can’t help themselves.
We encourage your organization to submit a proposal for funding. Up to $7500 may be requested. The students have, in the past classes, given all of their funds to a single project one year and divided their funds among several smaller projects another time. What they decide to do this year is up to them, and a decision they will make based on the proposals they receive.

Deadline for Submission and Timeline

Proposals are due on January 13, 2012.  YIA students will review the proposals and narrow the potential recipients to three or four. Those organizations will be asked to host a brief site visit on February 16, 2012to present to the class more fully. The class will then decide which project or projects they will fund and begin their fund-raising training. The grant or grants will be made in late May 2012.

Tips for Successful Proposals

While the YIA class members are bright, engaged young people who know more than you would imagine about our community, they are still teenagers with limited community experience. Proposals which are easily understood by lay people, that is, free of jargon, acronyms, and technical terms, with clearly presented funding explanations, are most likely to be favorably reviewed. If the class is unable to understand exactly how the money would be used, they tend to cut those proposals quickly.

Youth in Action class members are drawn from high schools having part of their district in Oklahoma County.  Historically, projects centered in the Metro OKC area have more appeal to the group that ones from outlying areas.

Past Recipients of YIA Grants include Deaconess Adoption and Pregnancy Center (new furniture for waiting room and materials for classes), City Rescue Mission (musical instruments for the teen center), the Oklahoma County Juvenile Center (funding for a life skills program), The Children’s Center (a handheld computer for communication by non-verbal children), Boys and Girls Clubs of Oklahoma County (funding for the Smart Moves drug resistance program), The Care Center (money to refurbish the playground and to fund non-critical medical exams), Positive Tomorrows (computer work stations).
Please note that agencies will not be eligible to receive Youth in Action grants two years in a row.

Youth in Action

2011 - 2012 Request for Grant Proposals
Applications are due by 5 p.m. January 13, 2012 in the Youth Leadership Exchange office, 
730 West Wilshire Blvd., Suite 116, Oklahoma City, OK 73116
Grant requests should be for no less than $2,500 and no more than $7,500. 
Organization Name

Contact Name and Title

Phone                                  Fax                                        E-Mail                                                  Web Site
Mailing Address

Street Address if different

I. Focus Area
Please review the mission statement adopted by Youth in Action Class XII. 
We, the class members of Youth in Action Class XII seek to give hope to abused children by helping them obtain counseling, mentoring, and education.  Our goal is to help the ones who can’t help themselves.
II. Request for funding
A. Executive Summary
Please describe in a few sentences (100 words or so) the project for which you are requesting funding. The Executive Summary should tell WHAT the project is—whom it would serve, what actions would be taken, what materials if any are to be purchased, how they would be used.

B.  Establishment of Need

Please explain WHY this project is needed.

C. Goals for Project

Please describe the intended results of the successful implementation of this project.

D. Budget for Project

Amount requested from Youth in Action (up to $7500):
Please give a detailed budget for this project (not your entire budget or department budget). 

III. BACKGROUND of Organization
A. What is the purpose or mission of your organization?

B. When was your organization founded?

IV. Organizational Programming
A. Please describe the activities and programs of your organization. You may attach a separate page if necessary.

C. Is your service provision limited by geographic area, age, gender, or other criteria? 

( Yes          ( No        If Yes, please describe.

V. Funding
A. What other sources of funding do you receive, such as direct mail campaigns, United Way or Allied Arts?

B. Do you receive government funding? ( Yes          ( No

C. Is your organization a chapter or part of a larger organization?  ( Yes          ( No

If so, please explain how any part of this funding might be sent to the national organization.

D.  Does your organization hold any form of tax exempt status?         If so, please attach a copy of the form granting that status.
E. Are board members asked to contribute to the organization? ( Yes          ( No

If yes, what percentage board members made a contribution in the most current fiscal year?

F. Please attach a simple agency budget for this fiscal year. Be aware that in the past, if Youth in Action members were unable to understand an organization’s budget, they tended not to select that organization.
VI. Volunteers
A. Please attach a list of your current board members.

B. Do you use volunteers (other than board members)? ( Yes          ( No

If so, please briefly describe their activities.

VII. Summary
We will receive many requests for our funding.  Why should we select your organization over others?

Applications are due by 5 p.m., January 13, 2012 in the Youth Leadership Exchange office, 
730 West Wilshire Blvd., Suite 116, Oklahoma City, OK  73116
Grant requests should be for no less than $2,500 and no more than $7,500. 
Please be sure to submit all requested information: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 This Form

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A Simple Project Budget

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A Simple Organization Budget

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A list of your Board of Directors

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A copy of any form granting tax exempt status, if applicable

Finalists will be asked to host a site visit by Youth in Action class members on February 16, 2012.
Mail to:

Youth in Action, C/o Leadership Oklahoma City

730 West Wilshire, Suite 116, Oklahoma City, OK 73116
Or E-Mail to ylx@lokc.org.
Questions?  Mary Walsh, Program Director, Youth Leadership Exchange, (405) 463-3340, ylx@lokc.org 
